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Hello friends and family,

....--------------- ....•I pray you are doing well. I have something to confess.
Jet lag is real! I am sitting here at 3 am in the morning wide
awake because my body clock still hasn't adjusted to being
back from our trip. With that being said, 1 am excited to

,,IF.,gP,'''·''fiII1!1 share with you about our Expedition that we took to China
May 14-29th. To the left is our team standing on top of the
Great Wall of China. It was truly breathtaking to walk
(sometimes bear crawl up or down) along this Wonder of the
World. We had 12 students from Troy University and 1
student from North Carolina State University that came with
us~-AlthougI1we had our fair share of tourist eventiliKe t IS

one, the most impacting time we had was with students.

You Can Be a Hero

While in China, we had the privilege to lead around 35
English conversation classes at a middle school and high
school there. First, we would introduce ourselves and tell ••
where we were from. Then we would break up into small
groups among the 40+ students to practice conversation
English and share about our lives. At the end of each class,
we felt like rock stars as students crowded around us for
autographs. We signed their school books, their uniforms
and many of them gave us personal gifts to thank us for
coming. A special gift that I received ("Hero Belt") can be
seen on my chest in the picture to the right. Why did it
mean so much for them for us to come practice English "--.•..• ...•
with them for a few minutes?

To answer that question, let me share some context. Many of these students leave their families in 7th
grade to come live in dorms at school. They attend classes 6 days a week with the last class ending at night
each day. There is incredible pressure from well meaning teachers, dorm parents and family not just to get
A's in school but to be the best. So our trip was not iust about teachin Conversational En lish classes to
over 1,000 students. Our goal wasto encourage, to listentotheir stories and to truly care. Although we ~ -
could not openly share the Gospel we could pray and allow the Fruit of the Spirit to shine through us. The
overwhelming response we got was due to the real vacuum that everyone has to be loved, encouraged and
affirmed. Our prayer is that this seed will begin to grow and that God will reveal himself to them.

So how does this relate to our ministry at Troy University? We have over 1,200 international students
at Troy University. We got a small taste of what it is like for them to be.far from family in a new culture.
Pray that our students will make friendships with international students. That they will share the Gospel
and their lives (I Thess. 2:8). How does this relate to you, my friends and partners? First, all around
you are people who have a real vacuum. They may need a friend who will listen, pray and love them. I
hope you are encouraged to do that today. Secondly, your partnership in our ministry at Troy is making a
difference around the World! Thank you for your prayers and giving! God bless you!
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